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HOUSE BI LL 2202

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Session
By Representatives Curtis, Sinpson, Seaquist, Meller and Lantz

Read first tinme 02/13/2007. Referred to Comm ttee on Local Governnent.

AN ACT Relating to establishing the option to use ranked choice
voting by cities and local taxing districts; amendi ng RCW 29A. 04. 311,
29A. 36. 010, 29A 36.170, 29A. 36.171, 29A 52.111, and 29A. 52.210; adding
a new chapter to Title 29A RCW and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. FINDI NGS AND PURPOSE. (1) The | egislature
finds that it is in the public interest to give local governnents the
authority to select alternative voting systens.

(2) The legislature intends to allow city, town, and district
governnents to use ranked choice voting in counties where ranked choice
voti ng has been approved and inplenented for county el ections.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. DEFIN TIONS. The definitions in this
section apply throughout this chapter unless the context <clearly
requi res otherw se.

(1) "Choice" nmeans an indication on a ballot of a voter's ranking
of candidates for any single office according to the voter's
pr ef er ence.
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(2) "Local governnment" nmeans any county, city, town, special
pur pose district, school district, port district, or other governnental
subdivision or nunicipal corporation having nonpartisan elected
of ficers.

(3) "Ranked choice voting" nmeans a system of voting where the
follow ng circunmstances and procedures pertain:

(a) Three or nore candidates are running for the sane office;

(b) Voters may designate candi dates for the sane office in order of
preference by indicating a first choice, a second choice, a third
choice, and so on for as many candi dates as are on the ballot; and

(c) If no candidate receives a majority of first choice votes, the
w nner of the election is determ ned by the nmethod of giving effect to
votes as provided for in the ranked choice voting system adopted by the
| ocal governnent.

(4) "Vote" neans a ballot choice that is counted toward el ection of
a candi dat e.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. LOCAL OPTION FOR RANKED CHO CE VOTI NG
AUTHORI ZED. Any | ocal governnent may adopt ranked choice voting as a
met hod for electing candidates for nonpartisan offices of the |ocal
government if adopted by charter anendnent if required, or by other
appropriate action of the |local governnent's |egislative body.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. ELIMNATION OF PRI MARIES PERM TTED. Any
| ocal governnment that adopts ranked choice voting may elimnate primary
elections for all offices in which the general election is conducted
under ranked choi ce voting.

Sec. 5. RCWZ29A 04.311 and 2006 ¢ 344 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

Nom nating primaries for general elections to be held in Novenber,
and the election of precinct commttee officers, nust be held on the
third Tuesday of the preceding August. This section does not apply to
el ections conducted under ranked choice voting pursuant to chapter
29A. -- RCW (sections 1 through 4 of this act), where the primary has
been el i m nat ed.
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Sec. 6. RCW29A 36.010 and 2005 ¢ 2 s 12 are each anended to read
as follows:

On or before the day following the |ast day all owed for candi dates
to withdraw under RCW ((29A—24-130)) 29A.24.131, the secretary of state
shall certify to each county auditor a list of the candi dates who have
filed declarations of candidacy in his or her office for the primary if
a primary is to be held, or for the general election if not. For each
office, the certificate shall include the nanme of each candidate, his
or her address, and in the case of partisan elections his or her party
preference or independent designation as shown on filed decl arations.

Sec. 7. RCW29A. 36.170 and 2005 ¢ 2 s 6 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) For any office for which a primary was held, only the nanes of
the top two candidates will appear on the general election ballot; the
name of the candi date who received the greatest nunber of votes wll
appear first and the candi date who recei ved the next greatest nunber of
votes wi || appear second. No candi date's nanme may be printed on the
subsequent general election ballot unless he or she receives at | east
one percent of the total votes cast for that office at the preceding

primary, if a primary was conducted. On the ballot at the genera
el ection for an office for which no primary was held, the names of the
candidates shall be Ilisted in the order determned under RCW

((29A36-1306)) 29A.36.131.

(2) For the office of justice of the suprene court, judge of the
court of appeals, judge of the superior court, or state superintendent
of public instruction, if a primary is held for such office and if a
candidate in a contested primary receives a majority of all the votes
cast for that office or position, only the name of that candi date may
be printed for that position on the ballot at the general election.

Sec. 8. RCW 29A.36.171 and 2004 ¢ 271 s 170 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:

(1) Except as provided in RCW 29A. 36.180 and in subsection (2) of
this section, on the ballot at the general election for a nonpartisan
office for which a primary was held, only the nanmes of the candi date
who received the greatest nunber of votes and the candidate who
recei ved the next greatest nunber of votes for that office shall appear
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under the title of that office, and the names shall appear in that

order. If a primary was conducted, no candi date's nanme nay be printed
on the subsequent general election ballot unless he or she receives at

| east one percent of the total votes cast for that office at the
preceding primary. On the ballot at the general election for any other

nonpartisan office for which no primary was held, the nanes of the
candidates shall be Ilisted in the order determned under RCW
29A. 36. 131.

(2) On the ballot at the general election for the office of justice
of the suprene court, judge of the court of appeals, judge of the
superior court, judge of the district court, or state superintendent of
public instruction, if a primary is held for such office and if a
candidate in a contested primary receives a majority of all the votes
cast for that office or position, only the name of that candi date may
be printed under the title of the office for that position.

Sec. 9. RCW 29A.52.111 and 2004 c 271 s 173 are each amended to
read as foll ows:

Candi dates for the following offices shall be nom nated at partisan
primaries held pursuant to the provisions of this chapter:

(1) Congressional offices;

(2) Al state offices except (a) judicial offices and (b) the
of fice of superintendent of public instruction;

(3) Al county offices except (a) judicial offices ((and)), (b)
those offices where a county honme rule charter provides otherw se, and
(c) elections conducted under ranked choice voting pursuant to chapter
29A. -- RCW (sections 1 through 4 of this act) in which the primry has
been el i m nat ed.

Sec. 10. RCW29A. 52.210 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 1305 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Al city and town primaries shall be nonpartisan. Primaries for
special purpose districts, except those districts that require
ownership of property within the district as a prerequisite to voting,
shall be nonpartisan. City, town, and district primaries shall be held
as provided in RCW ((29A04-310)) 29A.04.311 or chapter 29A -- RCW
(sections 1 through 4 of this act) related to ranked choice voting.
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The purpose of this section is to establish the holding of a
primary, subject to the exenptions in RCW29A. 52.220 and chapter 29A. --
RCW (sections 1 through 4 of this act), as a wuniform procedural
requirenent to the holding of city, town, and district elections.
These provi sions supersede any and all other statutes, whether general
or special in nature, having different el ection requirenents.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 11. Captions used in this act are not any part
of the | aw.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 12. If any provision of this act or its
application to any person or circunstance is held invalid, the
remai nder of the act or the application of the provision to other
persons or circunstances is not affected.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 13. Sections 1 through 4 of this act constitute
a new chapter in Title 29A RCW

~-- END ---
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